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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

Sekuru Cephas Magura, 67, the MDC 
Ward One chairperson in Mudzi 
North district died on Saturday after 
he was severely assaulted by Zanu PF 
supporters at Chimukoko Business 
Centre. 
 
Seven other MDC activists were injured 
during the attack and are receiving 
treatment at a Harare hospital.

The Zanu PF mob was led by David 
Chimukoko, councillor for Ward 3.

The MDC Mashonaland East provincial 
chairperson, Hon. Piniel Denga and 
the organising secretary, Tapfumaneyi 
Muzoda on Saturday visited the Magura 
homestead to pay their respects and to 
get information of what transpired on 
the fateful day.

According to eyewitnesses, Sekuru 
Magura was hit with a stone and fell 
down before he was fatally assaulted by 
the Zanu PF thugs.  Sekuru Magura was 
part of over 100 MDC members who 
had gathered for a police-sanctioned 
MDC rally.

Police details from Kotwa were present.

The Zanu PF mob leader, Chimukoko 
was in the company of Graciano 
Kazingizi, the Zanu PF Mudzi North 
youth chairperson, Gerald Nyatsinde, 
Patrick Mutepeya, Clement Simendi, 
John Karonga, George Katsande, the 
son to Mudzi West MP Aqualinah 
Katsande and Jevas Chiutsa, Ward 2 
councillor who were leading the youth 
in the attack.

Newten Kachepa, the Zanu PF MP for 
Mudzi North provided the Zanu PF 
thugs with transport to Chimukoko.

Hon. Denga, described Saturday’s event 
as sad and that lives had to be lost for 
supporting a political party.
 
“Why should this continue? We have 

had enough here in Mashonaland East 
and the police have to play their role. We 
are here to assess what happened and to 
get an appreciation of whether there was 
any provocation. It is now very clear 
that wherever we are going to have a 
rally, Zanu PF will have an event close 
by with armed people ready to pounce 
on MDC supporters. It is sad, this is a 
sad loss to Mudzi North and Zimbabwe 
as a whole,” Hon. Denga said.
 
The seven who were injured and are 
hospitalised are; Fungai Mahachi, the 
Mudzi North district vice chairperson, 
Mutsa Mushonga, Ward 17 vice 
organising secretary, Robert Dombo, the 
director for elections, George Zhuwawo, 
the Ward 10 chairperson and Wilfred 
Mugadzaweta
 
A young boy who was herding cattle in 
the area and saw what happened said 
Zanu PF youths armed with logs and 
sticks, attacked MDC members who 
were at the business centre.
 
“The old man was hit by a stone while 
running away from the attack. He fell 
down and the Zanu PF youths assaulted 
him while he lay down. They later 
carried him to the road, where they laid 
him by the roadside and left him there, 
facedown and arms stretched out,” the 
shocked young boy said.
 
Nyasha Magaso, the Ward 1 organising 
secretary said Zanu PF youths 
had barricaded the road leading to 
Nyamhondoro Primary School with 
logs.
 
“We managed to chase them away and 
proceeded to the venue of the rally. 
However, Zanu PF also had a gathering 
at the business centre but the police 
assured us that the rally will proceed 
peacefully. So, we held our rally but we 
had to cut it short as Zanu PF youths 
started advancing towards our own 
gathering. 
“We managed to get the women onto the 

available vehicle and they went away. 
We stayed put but at this time, the Zanu 
PF supporters started surrounding us, 
the police ran away,” said Magaso.
 
The Officer in Charge at Nyamapanda 
Police Station, Inspector Madzikanda 
and other police officers were at 
Chimukoko Business Centre on Sunday 
where investigations are underway. 

Six people are reported to have been 
arrested but their names have been 
withheld.
 
Hon. Denga said he hoped the police 
would deal with the perpetrators of the 
violence decisively.
 
“This is human life we are talking about. 
People were injured in this area, so it is 
our hope that the perpetrators will be 
arrested to avoid such violent tendencies 
in future. Zanu PF is indicating left and 
turning right and this is not proper. We 
want those involved in the violence to 
be arrested, prosecuted and justice to 
take place. We cannot replace a lost life, 
but we certainly can change the face 
of our communities if we are tolerant 
and accepting other people’s diversity,” 
Hon. Denga.
 
Kubvoruno Choga, the district 
spokesperson for Mudzi North said the 
police from Kotwa were unco-operative 
as they were asked to come in and quell 
the imminent violent.
 
“We spoke to Assistant Inspector 
Magodo and Constable Kachidza at 

Kotwa police station and they refused 
to give us manpower claiming that they 
did not have a vehicle. I offered them 
a vehicle and they refused. They even 
went further to say if I was not attacked, 
why was I reporting the case and that 
the victims should make the report,” he 
said.
 
Sekuru Magura’s body is currently at 
Kotwa mortuary awaiting a post mortem 
to be done in Harare. 

Sekuru Magura was described as a pillar 
of the MDC in the violent prone Mudzi 
district as he had remained unwavering 
in the support of the party. 

He was elected ward treasurer at the 
formation of the MDC in 1999 before 
being elected the chairperson in 2008, a 
post he held until the time of his death.
 
He was very instrumental in the MDC 
as he was a strong man who stood for 
his belief in delivering real change to the 
people of Zimbabwe.

Party supporters in Mudzi said Sekuru 
Magura remained resolute in his fight 
for real change despite his home being 
destroyed several times by Zanu PF 
hooligans.
 
The people of Mudzi North said they 
had lost a strong member in their area 
who held them together during the most 
difficult period in Zimbabwe’s political 
turmoil.
 
Magura was a hard worker, a family 

man and a democrat who fended for not 
just his biological family but the MDC 
family as well.
 
He is survived by his wife, Mabel 
Ndenga and six children. Burial 
arrangements are yet to be finalised.

The MDC has always insisted that for 
Zimbabwe to experience peace, Zanu 
PF leaders and their followers must 
know the importance and sanctity of 
human life. 

The MDC calls upon the police to 
investigate the murder and arrest all the 
known perpetrators to ensure justice 
takes place.

Zanu PF is demanding wholesome 
changes to the Draft Constitution 
published in the press a few weeks 
back in conflict with the clearly-
stated views of the people of 
Zimbabwe. This was revealed by 
MDC Spokesperson, Hon Douglas 
Mwonzora when he briefed 
diplomats at the Party headquarters 
on Wednesday.

The former ruling party and some 
sections of the military have started 
making determined efforts to derail 
the constitution-making process. 
Among the methods employed to 
derail the program was massive 
propaganda against the process 
channelled through the state media, 
unwarranted attacks on the donor 
community as well as intimidation of 
the Parliamentary Select Committee 
members by some sections of the 
military.

On 12 May 2012, Zanu PF made 
the new demands in a 29 paged 

document at a Technical Committee 
meeting of the Select Committee, 
among them that the military should be 
allowed to play an active part in national 
politics and that there should not be 
devolution of power to the provinces. 

Zanu PF now wants the executive 
authority to only vest in the president 
as opposed to the president and cabinet. 
It is demanding that there be no 
proscription of violence in elections. 
The sunset party does not want the 
president to be answerable to the 
parliament on deploying troops within 
and without Zimbabwe.

The other demands by Zanu PF include:

• That the president should 
appoint the commissions without 
parliamentary approval

• That there should not be a 
constitutional court as demanded 
by the people

• That there should not be any 
constitutional limit to the number 

of ministers that a president can 
appoint to cabinet.

These demands run contrary to the 
demands of the people of Zimbabwe.

Describing the demands as 
outrageous, Hon Mwonzora said,

“Having failed to influence the 
people of Zimbabwe via state 
media propaganda, Zanu PF is clear 

Zanu PF’s outrageous demands

MDC official murdered
... as Zanu PF thugs fuel violence in Mudzi

The provincial leadership is shown where Magura’s body was dumped after the murder To page 3

Hon Douglas Mwonzora

The late Cephas Magura and  his 
children in happier moments.
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“Blessed are the peace makers, for they 
shall be called the children of God”, so 
says the Bible. 

But when Robert Mugabe preaches 
peace, his followers act violence. This 
is the realty Zimbabweans have learnt 
to live with since independence. 

This year, on Independence Day, 
Mugabe called for people to tolerate 
their differences so that they live in 
peace. So clear was his message to the 
nation that many believed him. 

Even his opponents showered praise 
on him. But alas, as he was preaching 
his peace gospel, his party’s violent 
machinery was busy at work in 
Epworth. 

Samson Mupiro, an MDC ward youth 
chairperson sustained serious injuries 
after he was heavily assaulted by Zanu 
PF youths led by Teddymore Chari. 
Mupiro’s crime is that of being an MDC 
activist. Surprisingly, no arrests have 
been made to this day.

If Zanu PF supporters choose to act 
against their leader’s sound advice, then 
this is a bad sign of what lies ahead of 
the peace loving Zimbabweans. Maybe, 
it was just political grandstanding from 
a leader whose party is faced with a 
humiliating defeat, come elections.

While Mugabe was delivering his peace 
sermon, his ruddy youths were booing 
and chanting anti-MDC slogans right 
under his nose. For him to pretend that 
he saw no evil and heard no evil will 
be naive.   

For the record, this is not the first time 
that Zanu PF supporters attacked their 
opponents while their leader preaches 
love, peace and harmony. Last year, 
MDC supporters were assaulted at 
Parliament as Mugabe was talking 
peace. Hwange Central MP and news 
reporters were beaten in parliament 
during a public hearing. In all cases, 
the police was present but could not 
effect any arrest and Mugabe never said 
anything.

Regretting political violence without 
taking necessary steps to curb it is 
not enough. This is not the first time 
Zimbabweans have heard this. After 
the death of Dr. Joshua Nkomo, 
Mugabe said Gukurahundi was an act 
of madness. However, these acts have 
been repeated so many times and the 
perpetrator remains the same. Those 
who commit acts of madness are mad 
and constitutionally should not be 
allowed to run this country or else they 
will continue to ruin it.

During the early years of our 
independence, Mugabe said ‘Zvigutsa 
ngazvigoborwe’ (Remove stumbing 
blocks). This was with reference to 
Zapu supporters in the Midlands and 
Matebeleland regions. What then 
followed was a violent campaign led by 
the North Korean trained 5th Brigade. 
Although Dr. Nkomo had said ‘We are 
a people together,’ Mugabe with his isu 
tisu chete (we, alone) attitude could not 
have that.

Then in 2007, Mugabe’ merchants 
violently disrupted a prayer meeting 
at Zimbabwe Grounds in Harare’s 

Highfield Suburb. President Tsvangirai 
and other civic leaders were severely 
beaten. Instead of condemning the 
barbaric action by the State, Mugabe 
glorified it saying; ‘Akadashurwa’ (He 
was crashed). These are the words and 
actions of a statesman.

Zimbabweans should make a clear 
statement to these merchants of violence 
and their ever-apologising chefs. A 
‘never again’ attitude should guide us 
as a nation and we must refuse to be 
trampled upon. Apologies that come 
each time the nation prepares for an 
election are an insult to those aggrieved 
.In fact, it is adding insult to injury. 

While a few will take Mugabe for his 
word, the majority would like to hear 
about healing the wounds caused by 
Zanu PF’s madness before any talk of 
elections. The people of Zimbabwe 
know very well that this madness will 
be with us come election time. But for 
now, Zimbabweans need healing and 
not elections.

As Mugabe was sweet-talking the 
masses, his henchman, Christopher 
Mutsvangwa, Webster Shamu, Saviour 
Kasukuwere and Ignatius Chombo 
were spiting venom against the 2008 
Presidential winner, President Morgan 
Tsvangirai and his MDC Party. Mugabe 
did not reprimand them so as to prove 
his sermon of non-violence. 

Hate speech that Zimbabwe 
Broadcasting Corporation which is 
Zanu PF’s defacto mouthpiece, Mbare 
Chimurenga choir and all those in this 
sunset party use is the major trigger of 

violence. What they sing, they would 
want to act and what they act , they 
would want to sing. Elliot Manyika 
sang Zanu ndeyeropa (Zanu means 
blood) and the next thing was violence 
and bloodshed. 

The history of violence is deep-rooted 
in Zanu PF. In fact, this culture is as old 

as Zanu PF itself. Mugabe should start 
his peace crusade in his own stable; a 
stable that boost of degrees in violence.  
Giving a leader a benefit of doubt is a 
dangerous gamble. Mugabe and his 
Zanu PF must walk the talk, at least for 
now as they are definitely moving into 
the political dustbin.

When Mugabe speaks peace, his supporters act violent

Three days ago we celebrated the 49th 
birthday of OAU (AU). 

The founding fathers of this beautiful 
and rich continent came together and 
said no to divisions and oppression of 
Africans by the colonizers. Their dream 
was and still is to see Africa for all 
Africans, political power being in the 
hands of all Africans not some Africans 
and wealth being in the hands of all 
Africans not some Africans. 

As a young person in Zimbabwe, I salute 
the sacrifice that our fathers, mothers, 
sisters and brothers made for us to be 
free. I also respect your vision of a 
prosperous and independent Zimbabwe 
although your definitions are different. 
Let us celebrate together as Africa and 
as Zimbabweans our achievements so 
far as a continent and as a country. The 
youth in Zimbabwe are labelled sell-
outs and born free. 

Their crime is that they are born after 18 
April 1980. Their crime is that they have 
different aspirations and definitions of 
freedom. 

Today, we have a government of 
national (dis)unity. We see players 
in government indicating left but 
turning right. We see lack of honesty 
and infighting, discord, betrayal of the 
people’s aspirations and lack of respect 
of leadership by ministers and civil 
servants. As a young people, we don’t 
think this is what Kwame Nkrumah 
dreamt of in an Independent Africa. 

Today, we see unequal application 
of the law and wonder if Kwame and 
colleagues who met in Addis Ababa in 
1963 wanted to see this happening. 

We, as the young people want to see 
more opportunities for the young 
people as true Africans who can choose 
to be active politicians, entrepreneurs 
and social and economic players with 
the full support of our elders. This, we 
believe was the dream of the founding 
father of the African Union. 

Mao Tse Tung, the famous Chairman 
of the Chinese Communist Party and 
regarded by many people as a builder of 
modern China, where the Zimbabwean 

government has been looking to for 
the past Decade, relied upon youth 
power in his revolution. The Chinese 
youth enacted the memorable drama of 
national reconstruction. 

Young men and women claiming to 
be fathers and mothers of tomorrow, 
Mahatma Ghandi said, “should be the 
salt of the nation”. Let there be no doubt 
about the strength, power and capability 
of the young people of this country.

 The youth in this country have a history 
of rising up against the oppressors and 
our independence is testimony of that. 
The youth do not have the resources  
but guts and imagination to take the 
challenges head on. 

Forty-nine years on, we are tired of 
rhetoric and lip service Pan-Africanism. 
Real Pan-Africanism is about giving 
the productive generation a chance to 
contribute to the national discourse. 

Having China donated a building for 
our Beloved AU is selling the struggle 
to new colonizers, in my view as a 
young person. We have to move away 
from recipients of donations but be 
donors ourselves. As young people we 
believe we can do more as Africans and 
Zimbabweans to develop our continent. 

The famous Asian Tigers moved from 
being their world to first world by using 
the available resources and skilled 
labour (young people) was their biggest 
resource. 

We can do that and more if the 
government gives the young people 
of this country real support. As young 
people, we believe that 49 years on, 
real empowerment for Africans is 
not about taking working companies 
and grounding them but it’s about 
invigorating the dead companies and 
creating new ones. 

The young people of this country are 
prepared to venture into the unchanted 
territories, create new products, do 
research and patent innovations. We are 
not interested in being youth militias. 
We are interested in youth brigades in 
agriculture, mines and industries. 

There can be schemes connected with 
the raising of the level of production in 
agriculture. The youth can be assigned 
the job of dissemination of knowledge 
for better farming, new techniques and 
proper use of fertilizers and pesticides. 

What is required is that they should be 
given adequate training in these fields. 
In a drive against economic offences, 
their energy can be used in moulding 
public opinion in favour of eradication 
and prevention of such offences. 

The youth can work successfully as 
an arm of the administration in the 
implementation of governmental 
programs aimed at fighting against 
these and other maladies. Their services 
can similarly be utilized for preventing 
and fighting offences like smuggling, 
black-marketing and violence. 

By enlisting the co-operation and 
involvement of the massive youth 
army, the government will, on the one 
hand be successful in mobilizing idle 
man-power and on the other hand, these 
young people will be saved from falling 
prey to such elements that utilize them 
for their own narrow, selfish ends. 

By employing these persons in some 
socially useful work, the possibilities 
of demonstrations, violence, unrest 
and turmoil will be largely minimized. 
It is therefore, in the national interest 
that these young men and women 
are attracted towards some sort of 
developmental activities. 

We count on your wise leadership, 
Your Excellency and Right Honourable 
Prime Minister, to lead us to the 
Promised Land but the mistake you 
should avoid is to leave the “change 
generation” behind. I think this is what 
the founding fathers of the OAU had in 
mind when they thought of integrating 
the continent. 

And if you fail to do this, then come 
election time, this “change generation” 
is ready to start showing that they have 
power. 

Yours faithfully 

Mashoko M Matonhodze

Open letter to President Tsvangirai

Zanu PF, aided by the State security 
agents especially the police force, is 
showing repeated signs of targeting 
elderly supporters in the MDC, which 
has sadly led to the death of a number 
of its members.

The recent incident is the horrific 
murder of Sekuru Cephas Magura, 
67, who was attacked in full view of 
the police at Chimukoko Business 
Centre in Mudzi North, Mashonaland 
East province and left for dead.

Only last year, Sekuru Rwisai 
Nyakauru, 82, of Nyakomba Village 
in Nyanga, Manicaland province died 
in April from injuries he sustained 
after he was abducted and assaulted 
by Zanu PF supporters and State 
security agents.

Sekuru Nyakauru and 34 MDC 
members including Hon. Douglas 
Mwonzora, the party’s national 
spokesperson were later arrested and 
spent 27 days at the Mutare Remand 
Prison.Among those who were in 
remand prison was a 75 year – old 
grandmother, Evangelist Machirita.

In November 2011, Albert Vhiriri, 
a senior member and founder of the 
MDC in Glen View, Harare died 
in a suspicious case of politically 
motivated violence. 

Vhiriri, a pensioner, died on arrival at 
the Harare Central Hospital after he 
was discovered by neighbours in his 
room unconscious, naked and lying 
on the bloodied floor with serious 
injuries all over his body.

Vhiriri’s death came barely a 
week after the three main political 
principals, President Morgan 
Tsvangirai, Zanu PF’s Robert Mugabe 
and Arthur Mutambara had met in 
Harare and denounced any form of 
violence. 

From these disturbances it is clear that 
some members in Zanu PF, especially 
the notorious gang, Chipangano 
have not taken heed of this call and 
continue to unleash violence. It is 
also sad to note that the State security 
agents are backing these violent 
incidences as no-one is being arrested 
although the offenders are known.

In his meeting with United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Navi Pillay, President 
Tsvangirai who is also Zimbabwe’s 
Prime Minister said political violence 
is continuing despite denials by Zanu 
PF perpetrators who have targeted 
MDC supporters.

President Tsvangirai met Pillay a day 
after Zanu PF insisted to the envoy 
there was no state-sponsored violence 
in the country.

President Tsvangirai said there was 

no need for the inclusive government 
to hide ongoing human rights abuses. 
He said he was striving for the next 
proposed elections to be “free and fair 
and away from violence.”

Pillay called on Zimbabwe to take 
steps to prevent a repeat of 2008 
political violence in elections that 
are due next year.  In 2008 over 500 
MDC members were murdered by 
Zanu PF hooligans supported by State 
security agents.

“I was able to raise many areas of 
concern from a human rights point 
of view, such as non-recurrence 
of violence that occurred in last 
elections and what steps are being 
taken to protect ordinary people from 
such violence,” Pillay said.

“The Prime Minister was very firm, 
forthright and convinced me of his 
commitment towards protecting 
human rights. His goal also is to have 
successful elections.”

Pillay is the first U.N. rights chief to 
visit Zimbabwe. The human rights 
chief held a closed door meeting with 
over 45 CSO representatives and was 
told the government’s position on 
human rights abuses was false.

Dewa Mavhinga, a human rights 
lawyer and leading pro-democracy 
activist said the briefing that Pillay got 
from Zanu PF’s Patrick Chinamasa 
was just an attempt by government 
to distort the true picture of human 
rights in the country.

‘We were very clear as civil 
society leaders that the position by 
government was obviously false. 
We do have serious human rights 
challenges continuing in Zimbabwe,’ 
Mavhinga said.

In the past decade, there have been 
several dossiers compiled detailing 
incidents of extra-judicial killings 
and torture of innocent people by law 
enforcers. This is despite Zimbabwe’s 
commitment to a United Nations 
resolution to stop such human rights 
violations.

‘We detailed presentations from 
various civil society groups focusing 
on what is happening, including 
political violence, violence against 
women, the non-implementation of a 
number of international human rights 
treaties that  Zimbabwe has ratified.

‘We still face challenges in the 
deregulation of NGO’s, food 
distribution on a partisan line 
and extreme polarisation of the 
Zimbabwe environment, particularly 
the militarisation of state institutions 
as we draw closer to an election,’ 
explained Mavhinga.

Zanu PF, security agents target the elderly

The late Lawyer Jakara: He was fatally assaulted by Zanu PF thugs in Mudzi West in June 2008

By Nhamo Moyo
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Our record in leadership
…as we move together with the people

Hon Paul Madzore has said developing 
his Glen View South constituency 
is a major goal whose ideals will be 
pursued till real change is seen in the 
community.

“People are rich inside and have a 
giving heart. It is only the nature of 
environment they have grown into 
that has hindered their personal and 
community lives. If people were living 
comfortably and each working to 
provide for their families, believe me 
the constituency and even the country 
will have a better outlook in general,” 
said Hon. Madzore.

In order to strike a balance to develop 
Glen View South constituency, Hon. 
Madzore made wide consultations with 
the constituency to identify key needs of 
every sector – from churches, schools, 
the disabled and the community as 
a whole was set to benefit from the 
Constituency Development Fund 
(CDF).

At the Old Farm House in the 
constituency, Hon Madzore purchased 
43 pre – school chairs, 3 benches, 
1 generator, 2 peanut butter making 
machines, office equipment for the 

constituency office and painted the 
whole building. 

Mrs Mpofu, the Social Services officer 
said the equipment were quite useful to 
the community center as more people 
come to get various lessons.

“This old farm house needed repainting 
and the MP facilitated for that through 
the CDF. People have somewhere to sit 
when sessions are taking place and the 
pre-school needed the furniture. We are 
happy we got this,” she said.

At Glen View 3 Primary School, Hon 
Madzore got furniture as well as 
security screens for the computer lab.

Mrs Siphiwe Chiyangwa, the school 
headmistress said the school was excited 
about the donation as it has made life 
easier on the parents who were going to 
pay for the lab to be sorted.

In the same light of assisting where the 
need is mostly located, Hon Madzore  
managed to put a driveway at Isheanesu 
Home of the Crippled with the use of 
the CDF.

Mrs Makaripe, the administrator of 
Isheanesu Home of the Crpled said the 
gesture was welcome as it was difficult 
to get to the gate when there was no 
driveway.

“It used to be muddy especially as we 
get to the rainy season and it becomes 
difficult to get even to the gate with the 
wheelchairs. One would have to lift the 
children but now, we have a driveway, 
and we also got a wheelchair to add to 
our pool. We are happy. Yes, we would 
want more assistance in other areas but 
the driveway was our priority,” said 
Mrs Makaripe.

“We have 30 children here with varied 
disabilities. We want more wheelchairs, 
we need food for the children, but 

generally, we are happy that we could 
get assistance,” said Mrs Makaripe.

The CDF assisted Glen View 4 Primary 
School with chairs and bought a 
generator for Glen View High 1 and 
128 chairs.

At Glen View 2 High, the CDF 
constructed basketball and tennis courts 
which have helped the school to host 
competitions.

“Initially, we had a meeting where all 
headmasters where invited and we 
requested for these. We had no such 
facility here, but now we are the only 
school with such a facility. It is used by 
other schools as well. We can even do 
zonal games with other districts now 
that we have the courts. We appreciate 
the efforts that were made, and that we 
were consulted on areas of need. True to 
the word, we got what we wanted,” said 
Mr Philip Masiiwa, the school head.

The United Methodist Church in 
Zimbabwe got a donation of cement 
through the CDF which is assisting 
them in building their church, while the 
AFM got roofing sheets as they are yet 
to build a church. 

Hon Madzore said more and more 
people needed to take part in the 
development of the constituency adding 
that the police need to do their job 
and ensure people are protected from 
perpetrators of violence.

“Zanu PF has inculcated a wrong 
culture in the people due to their 
violence. People are now more 
concerned about putting food on their 
tables and being safe, yet they remain 
mum at misgovernance that takes place 
right in their sight. This is a travesty to 
sovereignty, democracy and freedom. 
The government should respect the 
people, not the people fearing the 
government,” he said.

Hon Madzore said the people should 
participate in building a free, just and 
prosperous community.

“It begins with the individual – 
whatever position one holds in society. 
This politics which ignores the people’s 
rights should be abandoned. We can 
not have the rights of millions being 
determined by just a few individuals. 
Communities should take an active 
interest in developing their areas for 

not just their comfort, but the comfort 
of their children and their children’s 
children. It has to be sustainable. Until 
when will the people remain hiding 
from their government? He asked.

Hon Madzore said the CDF should be 
used as a means to uplift the standard of 
people’s lives.

Some of the projects that were done in Glen View South

Hon Paul Madzore

that the people of Zimbabwe will 
overwhelmingly vote for the draft 
constitution. Therefore, it wants 
to create a deadlock in the process 
and prevent the production of the 
constitution. This way it blocks the 
referendum with net result being that 
Zimbabweans will not make their 
own determination on whether they 
want the draft or not. 

“Zanu PF also wants to completely 
change the views of the people of 
Zimbabwe in the constitution. This 
will lead to the people of Zimbabwe 
rebelling against the constitution 
during the referendum. Elections 
will then be held under the current 
constitution”

MDC is of the opinion that the move 
by Zanu PF is only meant to delay 
and derail the process.

“The actions by Zanu PF will lead 
to a protraction of the constitutional 
process. This protraction will be 
used by Zanu PF and Mugabe to 
persuade SADC and the international 
community that the forthcoming 
elections must be held under the 
current constitution. The injustices 
that have characterized the previous 
elections would then be perpetuated. 
The result will be that there will be no 
free and fair elections in Zimbabwe. 

“Although Zanu PF have been 
clamouring for elections this year, 
it is clear that its key structures 
are engaged in a debilitating and 
dysfunctional power struggle. That 
means that Zanu PF have now 
realized that they are not ready for 

elections. The delay in conclusion 
of the constitutional process will 
hopefully lead to a delay in elections. 
The current antics in the constitution 
making process are simply meant 
to delay it and give Zanu PF 
more breathing space.” said Hon 
Mwonzora. 

MDC’s position therefore is that the 
constitution making process must be 
pursued to its logical conclusion. The 
views of the people of Zimbabwe as 
expressed during the outreach process 
must be respected and given effect 
to. Therefore no single party must 
be allowed to derail this process. 
Further, the international community 
must stand firm on the position that 
Zimbabwe cannot go to elections 
without a new constitution.

The diplomats welcomed the regular 
updates which they said were very 
useful when it comes to updating 
superiors in their home countries 
about Zimbabwe’s political situation 
as media reports were confusing and 
not dependable.

MDC undertook to hold such 
briefings on a regular basis.  

The new democratic people driven 
constitution is one of the deliverables 
of the Global Political Agreement. 
For over three years Parliament 
through the Parliamentary Select 
committee has been working on this 
programme in which the Government 
of Zimbabwe as well as the 
development partners have invested 
millions of dollars.

244. Ncube Sambani died on 17 March 
2002, in Hwange.

245.Ncube Mthokozisi died on 26 
January 2002 in Pelandaba, Bulawayo.

246.Ndahwi Manomano was beaten to 
death by Zanu PF youths on 28 June 
2008.

247.Ndira Tonderai was abducted from 
his Mabvuku home in Harare by armed 
State security agents on 14 June 2008 
and was found dead on 5 June 2008 in 
Goromonzi.  He had gunshot and stab 
wounds.

248.Ngowani Hama died from injuries 
sustained after being assaulted by Zanu 
PF militia on 30 June 2008.

249.Ngundu Sheppard was murdered 
on 5 February 2002 in Mt Darwin, 

Mashonaland Central. 

250.Ngwerume Edson died after the 
offices the MDC that he was guarding 
were petrol bombed by men in army 
uniforms. 

251.Daniel Nhende of Epworth was 
attacked by a group of Zanu PF 
supporters on 5 June 2008 who accused 
him of supporting and voting for the 
MDC.

252.Nheya Titus an MDC activist died 
on December 2001 in Hurungwe West.

253.Nhitsa Takesure an MDC activist 
died on 20 February 2002.

254.Nyadedzi Action who was abducted 
by Zanu PF youths was dead on 20 May 
2008.

255.Nelson Emmanuel was stabbed 
to death on 4 May 2002 by Zanu PF 
youths at Hopley Farm, Harare South 
and died in hospital on 9 May 2008.

256.Nyamupfungwe Emmanuel was 
beaten to death by Zanu PF youths led 
by army Col. Mzilikazi on 20 June 2008 
in Buhera.

257.Nemaire Solomon died on 23 
January 2002 in Makoni, Manicaland.

258.Neshamba Joshua died after his 
testicles were tied to bricks in June 2008 
by army Col. Mangachena at Neshamba 

Village, Marondera West.

259.Nyamwa Washington was killed 
after the MDC offices he and three 
others were in at Jerera Growth Point 
in Zaka were petrol bombed by men 
driving an army truck on 3 June 2008.

260.Nyevhe Cain was found dead on 14 
May 2008 in Goromonzi district after 
he had been abducted by State security 
agents in Murehwa.  Nyevhe had gun 
and stab wounds. 

261.Nyagupe Gilbert a well-known 
MDC activist from Nyagupe Village 
in Kotwa, Mudzi was axed to death by 
Zanu PF youth militia and one of them 
was identified as Jessie Nhau.

262.Unnamed two farms guards were 
found dead on 23 January 2002 in 
Mwenezi, Masvingo.

263.Nyambirai Winnie of Guruve, 
Mashonaland Central was killed on 18 
May 2001.

264.Nyandoro Gibson of Epworth was 
abducted and his body found dumped in 
a dam in Norton in May 2008.

265.Nyamukapa Manyuke was 
abducted by Zanu PF youths and later 
found dead in Uzumba on 20 May 2008. 

The roll of honour From page 1

The late Tonderai Ndira

Zanu PF’s outrageous demands
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Those who have names of perpetrators of violence in your constituencies 
feel free to phone or write to  

MDC Information and Publicity department.   
Telephone: 04-770708 

Email: mdcnewsbrief@gmail.com
Postal Address: Harvest House, 4th Floor, 

44 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare.

Hundreds of MDC Youth Assembly 
members on Saturday gathered at 
Nyabira grounds in Zvimba East 
constituency, Mashonaland West 
province to commemorate this year’s 
Africa Day. 

This year’s Africa Day was 
commemorated under the theme; 
“Moment of reflection and celebration”. 

The MDC Youth Assembly leadership 
who included the vice chairperson, 
Costa Machingauta, secretary general, 
Promise Mkwananzi and the secretary 
for information and publicity, Clifford 
Hlatywayo graced the occasion. 

In his address, Machingauta castigated 
the continued looting of the country’s 
national resources by Zanu PF 
at the expense of poor suffering 
Zimbabweans.

“The only reflection that can be 
witnessed in Zimbabwe is lunatic 
behaviour by Zanu PF members who are 
smuggling diamonds from Chiadzwa 
and feeding their own stomachs at 
the expense of the majority starving 
population,” said Machingauta.  

He said Botswana is sustaining her 
economy from diamond proceeds 
and her people were easily accessing 
State funded education at government 
institutions and good health for all 

citizens.

“The only way we can make this 
economy viable, providing its citizens 
with jobs and where government 
employees are gainfully remunerated is 
by registering to vote and subsequently 
go out in large numbers to vote for 
Morgan Tsvangirai as President in the 
forthcoming watershed elections,” he 
said.

Machingauta urged the youth to be 
prepared to defend their vote from any 
rigging and brazen disrespect of their 
will reminiscent of the previous polls 
since 2000. 

Mkwananzi expressed concern over the 
abuse of the Zimbabwe Youth Fund by 
Zanu PF.

“The Zimbabwe Youth Fund is for all 
young people in Zimbabwe. However, 
Zanu PF is politicising the fund by 
using its youth officers to manage and 
distribute the money. 

“We are proposing a tripartite 
arrangement in the allocation of funds; 
the ministry should set up provincial 
committees which should be made up 
of all political parties in the inclusive 
government so that every person who 
needs the fund can access it,” said 
Mkwananzi. 

The trial date for the 29 MDC members 
who are facing false charges of 
murdering a police officer in Glen View, 
Harare last year in May has been set for 
4 June at the High Court.

The trial will be held before Justice 
Chinembiri Bhunu.

This week, some of the 29 members are 
in remand prison for a year now after 
they were denied bail.

All the 29 members are in remand prison 
after they were indicted for trial at the 
High Court in February.

Gift Mtisi, a lawyer representing the 
MDC members said on 4 June, the 
accused would make their application 
for bail.

Justice Bhunu last month refused to 
grant the accused a chance to seek leave 

to appeal for bail at the Supreme Court 
after they had been denied bail at the 
High Court on several occasions since 
their indictment.

Clifford Hlatywayo, the National Youth 
Assembly spokesperson said the arrest, 
detention and persecution of the 29 is 
political.

“The police started its crackdown on 
the 29 incarcerated MDC members in 
May last year, which means they are 
now a year behind bars. We reiterate 
that both their arrest and detention is 
political. This is the grim manifestation 
of the agency of darkness. There is clear 
evidence of Zanu PF’s nasty hand.

“This is a shameful travesty of justice.  
The police who have murdered an 
innocent Shamva man have already 
been awarded bail. We cannot let this 
continue. Those at the helm must 
resign; Zimbabwe has competent legal 
professionals who can discharge their 
mandates constitutionally and rebuild 
the system. We are demanding their 
unconditional immediate release,” he 
said.

The incarceration of the innocent 
activists has for long slowly eroded 
the patience of youths, leaders and the 
broader Zimbabwean society, Hlatywayo 
said.

“Democracy and justice advocates have 
been agitated enough by this high quality 
of injustice and devilish characters. 

We have lost hope in the system of 
Zimbabwean justice as Zanu PF has 
seriously corrupted it. They have showed 
their highest levels of incompetence and 
unprofessionalism.

“Justice Chinembiri Bhunu, this month 
denied leave to appeal for bail at the 
Supreme Court claiming that their 
appeals had no merit. The lawyers were 
for the past weeks pushing for a trial 
date and on that date they will make a 
fresh application for bail. The trial date 
has been set for the 4th of June 2012,” 
he said.

Justice Bhunu was at the helm of Senator 
Roy Bennett’s trial in 2009. Hlatywayo 
said it has become Bhunu’s habit to 
make other Zimbabweans suffer for 
something they did not commit. 

“The people who massacred more than 
20 000 civilians during Gukurahundi, 
robbed innocent residents during 
Murambatsvina, committed gruesome 
activities during fast-track land invasion, 
murdered civilians in the run up to June 
2008 madness, those who killed and 
burnt General Mujuru are walking scot 
free, no arrests. 

“Is this the Zimbabwe Cde Tongo, 
Nkomo, Ziyapapa Moyo, Ndabaningi, 
Chitepo, Nikita Mangena, Dr 
Mudzingwa and Nehanda Nyakasikana, 
among others fought for? This was 
the exact character of the Ian Smith 
led regime now being replicated in an 
independent Zimbabwe, 32 years down 

the line. Why? 

“This colonial tendency must not be left 
unchallenged. Zanu PF is looting our 
country’s resources day in, day out. Go 
to Chiadzwa, Zimplats and Shurugwi, it 
is a shame.

Hlatywayo quoted the book of Habakkuk 
1 vs. 2-4 which reads: “How long, O 
Lord, must I call for help, but you do not 
listen? Or cry out to you, Violence! But 
you do not save? Why do you make me 
look at injustice? Why do you tolerate 
wrong? Destruction and violence are 
before me; there is strife, and conflict 
abounds. Therefore the law is paralysed, 
and justice never prevails. The wicked 
hem in the righteous, so that justice is 
perverted.”

Justice delayed is justice denied, he said.

Trial date for MDC members set

Hon. Lovemore Moyo, the Speaker of 
the House of Assembly has urged African 
Parliamentarians to continue to support 
the African Union in its efforts to include 
the African Diaspora in its structures.

Hon. Moyo who is also the MDC 
national chairperson and chairperson of 
the SADC Parliamentary Forum made 
the remarks at the first Global African 

Diaspora Parliamentarians Summit held 
in Johannesburg, South Africa last week.

“As Parliamentarians we must continue 
to support the AU in its efforts to include 
the African Diaspora in its structures and 
decision-making processes,” he said. 

“It is our hope that this spirit of inclusion 
at continental level will permeate down to 
our regional and national parliamentary 
structures, thus achieving the aspirations 
of our forefathers as articulated in the 
Charter,” said Hon. Moyo.

The summit is aimed at finding ways to 
use the resources of Africans abroad to 
boost the continent’s development. 

The core of this was a commitment to 
create five “legacy projects” which would 
blaze the trail of “integrating the African 
Diaspora into all socio-economic and 
political activities of the continent.

The projects are a skills data base to match 
the expertise of African professionals 
in Africa and the Diaspora with the 

continent’s development needs; 
the creation of an African Diaspora 
Volunteers Corps – a sort of Peace 
Corps through which Africans abroad 
could participate directly in the 
continent’s development; an African 
Diaspora Investment Fund, to finance 
development both in Africa and in 
the Diaspora; the establishment of 
a Development Marketplace for the 
Diaspora as a framework for facilitating 
innovation and entrepreneurship 
between Africa and the Diaspora; 
and creating an African Remittances 
Institute to channel the remittances of 
Africans abroad into development. 

Hon. Moyo said the origins of the 
African Diaspora are well known and 
documented, beginning with the slave 
trade, which was forced migration.

“More recently, we have experienced 
economic migration in search of more 
rewarding opportunities by some of 
Africa’s skilled personnel to developed 
nations and by the ordinary people 
within Africa’s regions.

“We have witness forced migration 
resulting from political disturbances 
and political persecution in some of our 
countries, as well as forced migration 
that is a result of human trafficking of 
women and girls, in particular.  It is 
clear that there are many reasons that 
bring about the migration of Africans 
to other continents.  Underlying these 
forces of migration is the devastating 
effect that poverty has on Africans,” 
said Hon. Moyo.

He said in Zimbabwe, like other 
countries in the SADC region, statistics 
show that migration to Europe, the 
Americas, Australia and Asia has 
increased significantly over the last 
decade.

“This has affected the continent’s 
own economic, social and political 
development in many respects.  It 
is therefore, imperative that African 
governments and legislatures develop 
a clear understanding of the African 
Diaspora and its impact on the 
development of the African continent,” 
said Hon. Moyo.

“Our national Parliaments must lobby 
the very governments that adopted 
this Charter to amend and or enact 
legislation that will protect the rights of 
Africans in Africa and in the Diaspora.  
As leaders of regional and continental 
Parliamentary bodies, we must lobby 
our respective economic communities 
to sign treaties that give force to 
these rights, then lobby our national 
Parliaments to ratify and domesticate 
the treaties,” he said.

African MPs urged to support AU

Those accused of the false murder and 
public violence charges are; 

Solomon Madzore, the chairperson 
Youth Assembly chairperson, Last 
Maengahama, a national executive 
member, Councillor Oddrey Sydney 
Chirombe of Ward 33, Budiriro, 
Councillor Tungamirai Madzokere of 
Ward 32, Glen View, Cynthia Manjoro, 
Stanford Mangwiro, Tendai Chinyama, 
Jefias Moyo, Abina Rutsito, Gabriel 
Banda, Stephen Takaedzwa, Linda 
Masiyamhanje, Tafadzwa Billiard, 
Simon Mudimu, Dube Zwelibanzi, 
Simon Mapanzure, Augustine 
Tengenyika, Gapara Nyamadzawo, 
Paul Rukanda, Lazarus and Stanford 
Maengahama, Kerina Dewa, Memory 
Ncube, Rebecca Mafukeni, Yvonne 
Musarurwa, Phineas Nhatarikwa, Edwin 
Muingiri, Francis Vambai and Lovemore 
Magaya.

MASVINGO -Masvingo South legislator, 
Walter Mzembi last week instructed 
Zanu PF thugs to confront teachers at 
Musvovi Primary and Madzivanyika 
Secondary Schools accusing them of 
supporting MDC by providing the Party 
with furniture and cooking utensils at a 
rally held at Musvovi Business Centre two 
weeks ago.

According to reports from Ward 26 in 
Masvingo South Constituency, Mzembi 
allegedly instructed four Zanu PF officials 
to grill the teachers over the MDC rally. 
Zanu PF officials and youth militia have 
reportedly maintained a close surveillance 
of the respective schools over the past 
week.

MDC Masvingo South district chairman, 
Benson Shuro said four Zanu PF 
functionaries Matare Mateza, Charles 
Zvidzai Mundoga, Doesman Hundure 
and Taurai Matavire visited the two 
schools where they warned teachers not 
to dabble in political affairs. The four 
were allegedly instructed by Mzembi to 
identify suspected MDC supporters in the 
area.

“We received reports that four Zanu PF 
thugs threatened teachers at Musvovi 
and Madzivanyika Schools. The Zanu PF 
officials openly told the respective school 
heads that they were acting on instructions 
from Masvingo South legislator, Walter 
Mzembi. Mzembi is running scared. He 
is sensing defeat since he is becoming 
unpopular by the day. Teachers were 
quizzed over the MDC rally held at 
Musvovi Business Centre two weeks 
ago. The teachers at the two schools 
were accused of providing furniture and 

cooking utensils at the rally. They were 
threatened with unspecified action and 
they were forced to join the Zanu PF 
structures. The situation is very tense 
because Zanu PF thugs are compiling a 
name list of all suspected MDC supporters 
in the constituency. We will certainly raise 
the matter with JOMIC,” said Shuro.

Shuro also said:

“The Zanu PF thugs also threatened to 
dismiss teachers who associate with the 
MDC saying they are unpatriotic.”

Meanwhile, MDC vice chairman for 
Ward 30 in Masvingo South Constituency, 
Elson Chimbunde was arrested last week 
for allegedly abducting a member of the 
Zanu PF terror squad, Patrick Chitongo on 
17 May 2012.

Narrating his ordeal to the Real Change 
Times, Chimbunde said:

“Two detectives from the Law and Order 
section came to my place last week and 
accused me of abducting one Patrick 
Chitongo, a Zanu PF thug. I only identified 
one Sergeant Mauka who asked me to 
report at Masvingo Central Police Camp. 
I then went to the police camp where they 
accused me of abducting Chitongo. They 
claimed I later dumped him at Zvemombe 
farm in the same area. The allegations are 
baseless because at the time of the alleged 
crime, I was in Chivi. I told the police 
that I had nothing to do with the alleged 
abduction. Chitongo reportedly made 
a police report implicating me and one 
Ronald Matava, a member of the youth 
assembly. The police said they would call 
me after further investigations.”

Muzembi threatens MDC

Youth celebrate Africa Day


